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Introduction: “Why Study Church History?”

When writing When writing 
about Church 
History  we History, we 

have to go back 
t  th   to the very 
beginning. 

O  P   Our Pastor was 
born in 1930.

Charles Schulz, Peanuts, September 4, 1975



13 Weeks to a Better Understanding of Church HistoryIntroduction: “Why Study Church History?”

RRFAMILY HISTORYFAMILY HISTORY



How Well Do You Know Your Family?

Who …Who …
• … was probably 
crucified upside down 
because he felt

• … was probably 
crucified upside down 
because he feltbecause he felt 
unworthy to die like 
his Savior?

because he felt 
unworthy to die like 
his Savior?

• … was a leading 
apostle in the early 
• … was a leading 
apostle in the early p y
church?

• SIMON PETER 

p y
church?

• SIMON PETER 
(died around A.D. 64)(died around A.D. 64)



How Well Do You Know Your Family?

Where …Where …
• … did the earliest 
Christians probably 
meet for worship?

• … did the earliest 
Christians probably 
meet for worship?meet for worship? 

• … does Romans 
16:5 suggest that the

meet for worship? 

• … does Romans 
16:5 suggest that the16:5 suggest that the 
earliest Christians 
gathered?

16:5 suggest that the 
earliest Christians 
gathered?g

• HOUSES (Christians met 
in homes until the 3rd or 4th 

g

• HOUSES (Christians met 
in homes until the 3rd or 4th 
century A.D.)century A.D.)



How Well Do You Know Your Family?

Who …Who …
• … claimed he saw a 
vision of Christ’s 
cross in the sky?

• … claimed he saw a 
vision of Christ’s 
cross in the sky?cross in the sky? 

• … was the first 
Roman emperor to

cross in the sky? 

• … was the first 
Roman emperor toRoman emperor to 
claim that he was a 
Christian?

Roman emperor to 
claim that he was a 
Christian?

• CONSTANTINE 
(A.D. 272—337)
• CONSTANTINE 
(A.D. 272—337)



How Well Do You Know Your Family?

Who …Who …
• … has been called 
“the Morning Star of 
the Reformation”?

• … has been called 
“the Morning Star of 
the Reformation”?the Reformation ? 

• … translated the 
Bible into ordinary

the Reformation ? 

• … translated the 
Bible into ordinaryBible into ordinary 
English in the 1300s?

• JOHN WYCLIFFE

Bible into ordinary 
English in the 1300s?

• JOHN WYCLIFFE• JOHN WYCLIFFE 
(1320—1384)
• JOHN WYCLIFFE 
(1320—1384)



How Well Do You Know Your Family?

Who …Who …
• … wrote the hymn 
“A Mighty Fortress is 
Our God”?

• … wrote the hymn 
“A Mighty Fortress is 
Our God”?Our God ? 

• … nailed Ninety-Five 
Theses to the door of

Our God ? 

• … nailed Ninety-Five 
Theses to the door ofTheses to the door of 
a chapel in 
Wittenberg, Germany?

Theses to the door of 
a chapel in 
Wittenberg, Germany?g, y

• MARTIN LUTHER 
(1483—1546)

g, y

• MARTIN LUTHER 
(1483—1546)



How Well Do You Know Your Family?

Who …Who …
• … wrote The 
Institutes of the 
Christian Religion?

• … wrote The 
Institutes of the 
Christian Religion?Christian Religion? 

• … is best known for 
his doctrine of

Christian Religion? 

• … is best known for 
his doctrine ofhis doctrine of 
predestination?

• JOHN CALVIN

his doctrine of 
predestination?

• JOHN CALVIN• JOHN CALVIN 
(1483—1564)
• JOHN CALVIN 
(1483—1564)



How Well Do You Know Your Family?

Who …Who …
• … wrote hymns 
such as “And Can It 
Be” and “Oh For a

• … wrote hymns 
such as “And Can It 
Be” and “Oh For aBe  and Oh For a 
Thousand Tongues”?

• helped form a

Be  and Oh For a 
Thousand Tongues”?

• helped form a• … helped form a 
“Holy Club” that led to 
the formation of the 

• … helped form a 
“Holy Club” that led to 
the formation of the 
Methodist Church?

• CHARLES WESLEY

Methodist Church?

• CHARLES WESLEY
(1707—1788)(1707—1788)



How Well Do You Know Your Family?

Who …Who …
• … was the famous 
19th-century English 
pastor who preached

• … was the famous 
19th-century English 
pastor who preachedpastor who preached 
at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle in 

pastor who preached 
at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle in 
London?

• … denounced 

London?

• … denounced 
American slavery?

• CHARLES 

American slavery?

• CHARLES 
SPURGEON (1834--1892)SPURGEON (1834--1892)



How Well Do You Know Your Family?

Who …Who …
• … was imprisoned 
by the Nazis and 
executed in 1945 after

• … was imprisoned 
by the Nazis and 
executed in 1945 afterexecuted in 1945 after 
participating in a plot 
to assassinate Hitler?

executed in 1945 after 
participating in a plot 
to assassinate Hitler?

• … wrote The Cost of 
Discipleship?
• … wrote The Cost of 
Discipleship?p p

• DIETRICH 
BONHOEFFER 

p p

• DIETRICH 
BONHOEFFER 
(1906—1945)(1906—1945)



How Well Do You Know Your Family?

Who …Who …
• … preached to the 
largest crowd in 
history in Seoul

• … preached to the 
largest crowd in 
history in Seoulhistory in Seoul, 
South Korea, in 1973?

• was once called

history in Seoul, 
South Korea, in 1973?

• was once called• … was once called 
“the best loved 
American Christian”?

• … was once called 
“the best loved 
American Christian”?

• BILLY GRAHAM
(born in 1918)
• BILLY GRAHAM
(born in 1918)



Church History in Plain Language

30-70 Jesus and the Apostles
70-312 Catholic Christianity
312-590 Christian Empire
590-1517 Middle Ages
1517-1648 Reformation
1648-1789 Reason and Revival
1789 1914 P1789-1914 Progress
1914-2008 Ideologies



AD 30-70 Jesus and the ApostlesAD 30-70 Jesus and the Apostles

Jerusalem Jerusalem
Jesus’ Birth

Jerusalem 
Council

Jerusalem 
Destroyed

BC  0                            32            49            64   70                 AD 100      

Pentecost Fire in Rome



The Beginning of the RomanThe Beginning of the RomanThe Beginning of the Roman 
Persecutions—AD 64

The Beginning of the Roman 
Persecutions—AD 64

• Although the fire in Rome probably• Although the fire in Rome probablyAlthough the fire in Rome probably 
began by accident, Nero blamed the 
Christians.

Although the fire in Rome probably 
began by accident, Nero blamed the 
Christians.Christians.

• Peter and Paul died in the persecution 
that followed

Christians.
• Peter and Paul died in the persecution 

that followedthat followed.that followed.



The Destruction of theThe Destruction of the 
Jewish Temple—AD 70

• Until the late first century AD, the 
Roman Empire viewed Christianity as y
a sect of Judaism.

• With the Jewish war of AD 68–72, 
Christianity and Judaism became 
more separated.

• After being treated unjustly by the 
Roman governor, the Jews revolted in 
AD 68AD 68.



The Destruction of theThe Destruction of the 
Jewish Temple—AD 70

• Events leading to the destruction 
of the temple …of the temple …
–Emperor Nero sent Vespasian, 

a Roman general to crush thea Roman general, to crush the 
revolt.
U N ’ d th V i–Upon Nero’s death, Vespasian 
returned to Rome and became 
emperor.



The Destruction of theThe Destruction of theThe Destruction of the 
Jewish Temple—AD 70
The Destruction of the 
Jewish Temple—AD 70

• Events leading to the destruction 
of the temple …

• Events leading to the destruction 
of the temple …of the temple …
–In AD 70, Emperor Vespasian 

t hi Tit t

of the temple …
–In AD 70, Emperor Vespasian 

t hi Tit tsent his son, Titus, to 
Jerusalem to deal with the 
sent his son, Titus, to 
Jerusalem to deal with the 
rebellion.rebellion.



The Destruction of theThe Destruction of theThe Destruction of the 
Jewish Temple—AD 70
The Destruction of the 
Jewish Temple—AD 70

• Events leading to the destruction 
of the temple

• Events leading to the destruction 
of the templeof the temple …
–On August 5, AD 70, Titus 
of the temple …
–On August 5, AD 70, Titus 

destroyed the Jewish temple.destroyed the Jewish temple.



Christianity SpreadsChristianity Spreads

St h 1st Ch i ti M t d St iStephen – 1st Christian Martyred – Stoning 
James – 1st Apostle Martyred – Sword of Herod
Thomas – India – MartyredThomas – India – Martyred 
Simon Zelotes – Africa, Britain – Crucified
Bartholomew – Armenia – Beaten, Crucified, Beheaded, ,
Andrew – Ethiopia – Crucified
Matthew – Egypt – Killed with a Spear
James –Jerusalem – Thrown off Temple, Hit on Head
Peter – Rome – Crucified Upside Down

l h d dPaul – Rome – Beheaded
John – Ephesus – Banished to Patmos



Christianity SpreadsChristianity Spreads

The blood of the martyrs 
is the seed of the churchis the seed of the church

Tertullian 160-235 AD (Early Church Leader)

He is no fool who givesHe is no fool who gives 
what he cannot keep to gain 

h t h t lwhat he cannot lose
Jim Elliot 1927-1956 (Missionary to Ecuador)



13 Weeks to a Better Understanding of Church HistoryRecommended Resources


