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Seventeenth-Century English Religious Lifey g g

 Four primary religious groups were …

1  A li  S  f h  Ch h f E l d 1. Anglicans. Supporters of the Church of England

 2. Puritans. Members of the Church of England who 
t d t  if  th  Ch h f ll bibli l wanted to purify the Church of all non-biblical 

practices

 3  Separatists  Puritans whose desire for purity in  3. Separatists. Puritans whose desire for purity in 
the Church of England led them to separate from 
the Church of Englandthe Church of England

 4. Non-conformists. English Christians, such as 
Quakers and Baptists, who disagreed with any link Q p , g y
between the church and the government



The Pilgrimsg

 The Pilgrims were not  The Pilgrims were not 
seeking religious 
freedom for 
everyone.

 They were Separatists 
who desired a place 
where they could 
f ll  th i  b li f  follow their beliefs 
without interference 
from the Church of from the Church of 
England.



The Pilgrimsg

 In the Pilgrims’  In the Pilgrims  
commonwealth, the 
link between 
church and 
government 
remained.

 Laws were based 
 th  Bibl  on the Bible, 

primarily the Old 
TestamentTestament.



The Rise of 
R li i  Lib tReligious Liberty

 The Plymouth  The Plymouth 
colony’s leaders 
punished and p
exiled many Non-
Conformists, 
including Baptists 
and Quakers, 
because they because they 
deviated from 
Puritan theology eo ogy
and practice.



The Rise of 
R li i  Lib tReligious Liberty

 Roger Williams was  Roger Williams was 
a Separatist who 
preached among p g
the Native 
Americans.

 Williams was exiled 
when he declared, 
“Th  N ti   “The Natives are 
the true owners of 
this land ”this land.



The Rise of 
R li i  Lib tReligious Liberty

 Williams founded a colony south of  Williams founded a colony south of 
Massachusetts, named “Providence.”

 The charter of Providence declared, “No ,
person within said colony shall be called into 
question for any opinion in matters of 
religion.”



“There is Already a Great Death Upon 
R li i ”Religion”

 Many children in the Puritans’ Massachusetts Bay  Many children in the Puritans  Massachusetts Bay 
colony did not grow to share their parents’ faith.

 Since their government was based on a unity g y
between individuals’ citizenship in the colony 
and their covenant with God, this presented a 
problem. 

 The leaders of the colony recognized that there 
was “a great death upon religion” in the colony.

 One answer was The Halfway Covenant, in which 
i f t  t l  f Ch i ti  b t l  f infants not only of Christians but also of non-
Christians were baptized.



“There is Already a Great Death Upon 
R li i ”Religion”

 It was in this context that the infamous Salem  It was in this context that the infamous Salem 
Witch Trials occurred in 1692.

 Sixty-nine persons were accused of practicing y p p g
magic.

 Nineteen persons were hanged; one man was p g
tortured to death because he refused to testify 
against his wife.



The Enlightenmentg

 The Enlightenment was an intellectual  The Enlightenment was an intellectual 
movement which emerged in the eighteenth 
century and which attempted to comprehend 
life by means of scientific reasoning and 
natural law.



Galileo

 Galileo was an Italian  Galileo was an Italian 
physicist, 
mathematician, 
astronomer, and 
philosopher who 
played a major role in 
the scientific 
revolution  revolution. 



Voltaire

 Voltaire was one of  Voltaire was one of 
several 
Enlightenment figures g g
whose works and 
ideas influenced 
important thinkers of 
both the American 
and French and French 
Revolutions.



1654

Conversion of BlaiseConversion of Blaise

1654

Conversion of Blaise Conversion of Blaise 
Pascal, French Pascal, French 
mathematician andmathematician andmathematician and mathematician and 
theologiantheologian

Blaise Pascal



The Great Awakeningg

 In 1734, flashes of ,
revival pierced the 
spiritual darkness of 
the American the American 
colonies.

 Jonathan Edwards, a  Jonathan Edwards, a 
Congregationalist 
pastor, said, “The 
T     f ll Town was never so full 
of Love, nor of Joy, nor 
of Distress, as it was o st ess, as t was
then.”



The Great Awakeningg

 Key leaders in the  Key leaders in the 
Great Awakening 
included …

 Jonathan Edwards

 John and Charles J
Wesley

 George Whitefield

 Revival continued in 
the colonies from the 
1730s to the 1750s.



Religion and 
th  A i  R l tithe American Revolution

 A great number of American pastors shifted  A great number of American pastors shifted 
their preaching from an emphasis on revival to 
an emphasis on revolution.

 The First Amendment to the Constitution was 
the result: Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”

 In this statement, the vision of the Anabaptists 
and of Roger Williams was finally realized.
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