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Solomon s Text

Ecclesiastes 1:1–2 
The words of the Preacher, the son of David, 
king in Jerusalem “Vanity of vanities ” says theking in Jerusalem. Vanity of vanities,  says the 
Preacher; “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” 
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Solomon s Question

Ecclesiastes 1:3 
What profit has a man from all his labor In 
which he toils under the sun?which he toils under the sun? 



Lord Beaconsfield

“Y th i i t k

Lord Beaconsfield

“Youth is a mistake, 
manhood a struggle, gg ,
and old age a regret.” 
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Under the Sun or Son?

Colossians 3:1–2 
If then you were raised with Christ, seek 
th thi hi h b hthose things which are above, where 
Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 
Set your mind on things above not onSet your mind on things above, not on 
things on the earth. 
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Outline 

Chapters 1-2 Personal Experience
Wisdom and Folly

B th th f l d th i d d iBoth the fool and the wise end up dying
Chapters 3-5 General Observation

Looking at the world and human affairs
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A Time to Kill 

Genesis 9:6 
“Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his 
blood shall be shed; For in the image of Godblood shall be shed; For in the image of God 
He made man.”
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A Time to Kill 

Genesis 9:6 
“Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his 
blood shall be shed; For in the image of Godblood shall be shed; For in the image of God 
He made man.”

Significantly, the Hebrew word used here for 
"to kill " haragh (harag) is not the wordto kill,  haragh (harag), is not the word 
reserved for murder in the sixth commandment, 
where premeditation seems to be in view. p
Expositor’s
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A Time to Hate

Proverbs 6:16 
These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven 
are an abomination to Him:are an abomination to Him: 

R 12 9Romans 12:9 
Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is 
evil Cling to what is goodevil. Cling to what is good. 
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What Profit

Genesis 3:17–18 
Then to Adam He said … “Cursed is the ground 
for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All thefor your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the 
days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it 
shall bring forth for you…shall bring forth for you…
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The Work That God Does

Deuteronomy 29:29 
“The secret things belong to the LORD our God, 
but those things which are revealed belong tobut those things which are revealed belong to 
us and to our children forever, that we may do 
all the words of this law.”all the words of this law.  
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The Work That God Does

Before the Fall God communicated to [Adam 
and Eve] all they needed for living. The Fall 
occurred when they chose to have their ownoccurred when they chose to have their own 
knowledge of good and evil and to be in charge 
of their own lives. By cutting themselves off y g
from God, they were left to go along day by day 
without clear direction, no longer living in the 
li ht f G d' h l llight of God's whole plan. Expositor’s
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The Work That God Does

1 Corinthians 13:12 
For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face 
to face Now I know in part but then I shallto face. Now I know in part, but then I shall 
know just as I also am known. 
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Injustice

Psalm 73:2–3 
But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled; 
My steps had nearly slipped For I was enviousMy steps had nearly slipped. For I was envious 
of the boastful, When I saw the prosperity of 
the wicked.the wicked. 
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Injustice

Psalm 73:2–3 
But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled; 
My steps had nearly slipped For I was enviousMy steps had nearly slipped. For I was envious 
of the boastful, When I saw the prosperity of 
the wicked.the wicked. 

Psalm 73:16–17Psalm 73:16 17 
When I thought how to understand this, It was
too painful for me— Until I went into thetoo painful for me Until I went into the 
sanctuary of God; Then I understood their end. 



Psalm 90:12 
So teach us to number our daysSo teach us to number our days, 
That we may gain a heart of wisdom. 



The Spirit Will Return to God
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The Spirit Will Return to God

Ecclesiastes 12:7 
Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, 
And the spirit will return to God who gave itAnd the spirit will return to God who gave it. 
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Envy

Ecclesiastes 4:4 NLT
Then I observed that most people are 
motivated to success because they envy theirmotivated to success because they envy their 
neighbors. But this, too, is meaningless—like 
chasing the wind.chasing the wind. 
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Contentment

Proverbs 15:16–17 
Better is a little with the fear of the LORD, Than 
great treasure with trouble Better is a dinner ofgreat treasure with trouble. Better is a dinner of 
herbs where love is, Than a fatted calf with 
hatred.hatred. 
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Life Without God is Futile

Mark 8:36 
For what will it profit a man if he gains the 
whole world and loses his own soul?whole world, and loses his own soul? 


