
Know Why You Believe 

APOLOGETICS 



1 Peter 3:15  
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, 
and always be ready to give a defense to 
everyone who asks you a reason for the 
hope that is in you, with meekness and 
fear;  
 
Defense = Apologia  
NIV = Answer 
A reasoned statement or argument  
Strongs 

 



KNOW WHY YOU BELIEVE 
1 Is Christianity Rational? 
2 Is There a God? 
3 Is Christ God? 

4 Did Christ Rise From the Dead? 

5 Is the Bible God’s Word? 

6 Are the Bible Documents Reliable? 

7 Does Archaeology Verify Scripture? 
8 Are Miracles Possible? 

9 Do Science & Scripture Agree? 

10 Why Does God Allow Suffering & evil? 

11 Does Christianity Differ from Other World Religions? 
12 Is Christian Experience Valid? 



“To suppress the rumor, he falsely charged 
with the guilt, and punished with the most 
exquisite tortures, the persons commonly 
called Christians, who were hated for their 
enormities. Christus, the founder of  the 
name, was put to death by Pontius Pilate, 
procurator of  Judea in the reign of  
Tiberius: but the pernicious superstition, 
repressed for a time, broke out again, not 
only through Judea, where the mischief  
originated, but through the city of  Rome 
also.” (Annals XV, 44) Tacitus 



Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, 
if  it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer 
of  wonderful works, a teacher of  such men as 
receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to 
him both many of  the Jews, and many of  the 
Gentiles. He was the Christ, and when Pilate, at 
the suggestion of  the principal men among us, had 
condemned him to the cross, those that loved him 
at the first did not forsake him; for he appeared to 
them alive again the third day; as the divine 
prophets had foretold these and ten thousand 
other wonderful things concerning him. And the 
tribe of  Christians so named from him are not 
extinct at this day. (Antiquities, XVIII, 33, italics 
added) JOSEPHUS 



Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, 
if  it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer 
of  wonderful works, a teacher of  such men as 
receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to 
him both many of  the Jews, and many of  the 
Gentiles. He was the Christ, and when Pilate, at 
the suggestion of  the principal men among us, had 
condemned him to the cross, those that loved him 
at the first did not forsake him; for he appeared to 
them alive again the third day; as the divine 
prophets had foretold these and ten thousand 
other wonderful things concerning him. And the 
tribe of  Christians so named from him are not 
extinct at this day. (Antiquities, XVIII, 33, italics 
added) JOSEPHUS 



He [Ananus the younger, high priest] 
assembled a council of judges, and brought 
before it the brother of Jesus the so-called 
Christ, whose name was James, together with 
some others, and having accused them as 
lawbreakers, he delivered them over to be 
stoned. (Antiquities XX, 9.1) 
JOSEPHUS 



“Even if we did not have the New Testament, we 
would be able to conclude from such non-Christian 
writings as Josephus, the Talmud, Tacitus, and Pliny 
the Younger that: 
1) Jesus was a Jewish teacher 
2) Many believed he performed healings & exorcisms 
3) he was rejected by the Jewish leaders 
4) crucified under Pontius Pilate the reign of Tiberius 
5) Despite death, his followers, who believed that he 
was still alive, spread beyond Palestine so that there 
were multitudes of them in Rome by AD 64 
6) all kinds of people from the cities and countryside-
men and women, slave and free- worshipped him as 
God by the beginning of the second century.  
(Edwin Yamauchi, JUF, 221, 222) 



John 1:1, 14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  
And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld His glory, the 
glory as of  the only begotten of  the Father, 
full of  grace and truth.  



Philippians 2:6–8 NIV 
Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to 
be grasped, but made himself  nothing, 
taking the very nature of  a servant, being 
made in human likeness. And being found 
in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself  and became obedient to death— 
even death on a cross!  



Colossians 2:9 NKJ 
For in Him dwells all the fullness of  the 
Godhead bodily 



Colossians 2:9 NKJ 
For in Him dwells all the fullness of  the 
Godhead bodily 
 
Colossians 2:9 NLT 
For in Christ lives all the fullness of  God in 
a human body.  
 



Colossians 1:15 NLT 
Christ is the visible image of  the invisible 
God. He existed before anything was 
created and is supreme over all creation,  



Hebrews 1:3 NAS 
And He is the radiance of  His glory and the 
exact representation of  His nature, and 
upholds all things by the word of  His 
power. When He had made purification of  
sins, He sat down at the right hand of  the 
Majesty on high,  



John 1:18  
No one has seen God at any time. The only 
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of  the 
Father, He has declared Him.  



John 1:18  
No one has seen God at any time. The only 
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of  the 
Father, He has declared Him.  
 
John 1:18 NLT 
No one has ever seen God. But the unique 
One, who is himself  God, is near to the 
Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.  
 



John 5:17–18  
But Jesus answered them, “My Father has 
been working until now, and I have been 
working.” Therefore the Jews sought all 
the more to kill Him, because He not only 
broke the Sabbath, but also said that God 
was His Father, making Himself  equal with 
God.  



John 10:30–33  
I and My Father are one.” Then the Jews 
took up stones again to stone Him. Jesus 
answered them, “Many good works I have 
shown you from My Father. For which of  
those works do you stone Me?” The Jews 
answered Him, saying, “For a good work 
we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, 
and because You, being a Man, make 
Yourself  God.”  



John 11:4  
When Jesus heard that, He said, “This 
sickness is not unto death, but for the glory 
of  God, that the Son of  God may be 
glorified through it.”  



“though the phrase ‘son of’ can mean 
‘offspring of’, it also carries the meaning, 
‘of  the order of.’ Thus in the Old Testament 
‘sons of  the prophets’ meant of  the order 
of  prophets (1 Kings 20:35), and ‘sons of  
the singers’ meant of  the order of  the 
singers (Nehemiah 12:28). The designation 
‘Son of  God’ when used of  our Lord means 
of  the order of  God and is a strong and 
clear claim to full Deity.”  
Charles Ryrie 



Matthew 26:63–64  
But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest 
answered and said to Him, “I put You under 
oath by the living God: Tell us if  You are the 
Christ, the Son of  God!” Jesus said to him, 
“It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to 
you, hereafter you will see the Son of  Man 
sitting at the right hand of  the Power, and 
coming on the clouds of  heaven.”  



John 20:28–29  
And Thomas answered and said to Him, 
“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, 
“Thomas, because you have seen Me, you 
have believed. Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed.”  



John 8:46  
Which of  you convicts Me of  sin? And if  I 
tell the truth, why do you not believe Me?  



John 8:46  
Which of  you convicts Me of  sin? And if  I 
tell the truth, why do you not believe Me? 
 
1 Peter 2:22  
“Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit 
found in His mouth” 
  



Mark 2:5–7  
When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the 
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.” 
And some of  the scribes were sitting there 
and reasoning in their hearts, “Why does 
this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who 
can forgive sins but God alone?”  
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