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1 Peter 1:13-16
but as He who called you is holy, 
you also be holy in all your conduct

Leviticus 20:26 
And you shall be holy to Me, for I the Lord 
am holy, and have separated you from the 
peoples, that you should be Mine. 
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Holiness, in the absolute sense of separateness and moral and 
ethical excellence, is the attribute of the Lord God alone. Holman

Exodus 15:11 
Who is like You, O Lord, among the gods? 
Who is like You, glorious in holiness, 
Fearful in praises, doing wonders?
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Isaiah 57:15 
For thus says the High and Lofty One Who 
inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I 
dwell in the high and holy place, With him 
who has a contrite and humble spirit, To 
revive the spirit of the humble, And to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones. 
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HOLINESS DEFINED
Isaiah 57:15 
For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose 
name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, With him who has 
a contrite and humble spirit, To revive the spirit of the humble, And 
to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 

In the OT, holiness as applied to God 
signifies his transcendence over creation 
and the moral perfection of his character.
Tyndale
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Psalm 99:1–3, 9
The Lord reigns; Let the peoples tremble! He 
dwells between the cherubim; Let the earth 
be moved! The Lord is great in Zion, And He 
is high above all the peoples. Let them praise 
Your great and awesome name— He is holy. 
Exalt the Lord our God, And worship at His 
holy hill; For the Lord our God is holy. 
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Isaiah 6:3 
And one cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord of hosts; The whole earth is full of 
His glory!” 
Revelation 4:8 
The four living creatures, each having six wings, 
were full of eyes around and within. And they do 
not rest day or night, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to 
come!” 
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HOLINESS
In the Septuagint 
the Greek   word  hagios  “holy” stands for 
the Hebrew word qadosh “holy”

In the New Testament, 
the Greek word hagiasmos means 
“holiness” and denotes “separation from 
everything ceremonially impure.”
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Matthew 6:9 
In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father 
in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 
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HOLY PLACES
Exodus 3:5 
Then He said, “Do not draw near this place. 
Take your sandals off your feet, for the 
place where you stand is holy ground.” 
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BE HOLY
Leviticus 11:44 
For I am the Lord your God. You shall 
therefore consecrate yourselves, and you 
shall be holy; for I am holy. Neither shall 
you defile yourselves with any creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth. 
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BE HOLY
Leviticus 11:44 
For I am the Lord your God. You shall therefore consecrate yourselves, and you shall be holy; for 
I am holy. Neither shall you defile yourselves with any creeping thing that creeps on the earth. 

Be Holy, i.e., be in a state of having 
superior moral qualities, with behavior 
which is positively unique and pure, in 
contrast to other corrupt standards. 
Swanson
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POSITIONAL HOLINESS

1 Corinthians 1:2 
To the church of God which is at Corinth, to 
those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, with all who in every 
place call on the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, both theirs and ours
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PROGRESSIVE HOLINESS
1 Peter 1:13–16 
Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be 
sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace 
that is to be brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not 
conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as 
in your ignorance; but as He who called you is 
holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 
because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” 
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PROGRESSIVE HOLINESS
Philippians 2:12–13 
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who works in you both to will and to do for His 
good pleasure. 
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PROGRESSIVE HOLINESS
1 Thessalonians 5:23 
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify 
you completely; and may your whole spirit, 
soul, and body be preserved blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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1 Peter 2:9 
But you are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of 
Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light; 
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