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 In the same way, the tongue is a small thing 
that makes grand speeches. But a tiny spark 

can set a great forest on fire. 6 And the tongue 
is a flame of fire. It is a whole world of 

wickedness, corrupting your entire body. It can 
set your whole life on fire, for it is set on fire by 

hell itself.*  
James 3:5-6 (NLT) 

FIRE BREATHERS



Besides, they get into the habit of being 
idle and going about from house to 

house. And not only do they become 
idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, 

saying things they ought not to. 
1 Timothy 5:13

IDLE WORDS



Death and life are in the power of 
the tongue, And those who love it 

will eat its fruit. 
Proverbs 18:21

DESTRUCTIVE WORDS



Let no corrupt word proceed out of 
your mouth, but what is good for 
necessary edification, that it may 

impart grace to the hearers.  
Ephesians 4:29

EDIFYING WORDS



1.IDENTIFYING EDIFICATION 
JAMES 3:1-2



Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. 
Thus I fight: not as one who beats the 
air. 27 But I discipline my body and 

bring it into subjection, lest, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should 

become disqualified. 
1 Corinthians 9:26-27

DISCIPLINE



2.THE POWER OF THE TONGUE
JAMES 3:3-12



2A.POWER TO PILOT (THE BIT & RUDDER)
JAMES 3:3-4



"Both the bit and the rudder must overcome contrary 
forces. The bit must overcome the wild nature of the 

horse, and the rudder must fight the winds and currents 
that would drive the ship off its course. The human tongue 

also must overcome contrary forces. We have an old 
nature that wants to control us and make us sin. There are 
circumstances around us that would make us say things 
we ought not to say. Sin on the inside and pressures on 

the outside are seeking to get control of the tongue” 
-Warren Wiersbe
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2.A POWER TO PILOT (THE BIT & RUDDER)



2.A POWER TO PILOT (THE BIT & RUDDER)



2B.POWER TO PROVOKE 
 (THE FIRE & THE BEAST)

JAMES 3:5-8



2B.POWER TO PROVOKE (THE FIRE & THE BEAST)



2B.POWER TO PROVOKE (THE FIRE & THE BEAST)



“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 
murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.’ 
22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without 
a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says 

to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But 
whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire. 
23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there 

remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave 
your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be 

reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 
Matthew 5:21-24

2B.POWER TO PROVOKE (THE FIRE & THE BEAST)



“A person’s entire life can be injured or 
destroyed by the tongue. Time does 
not correct the sins of the tongue. We 
may confess our sins of speech, but 

the fire keeps on spreading.”  
-Warren Wiersbe
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“A person’s entire life can be injured or 
destroyed by the tongue. Time does 
not correct the sins of the tongue. We 
may confess our sins of speech, but 

the fire keeps on spreading.”  
-Warren Wiersbe

2B.POWER TO PROVOKE (THE FIRE & THE BEAST)



-In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, 
But he who restrains his lips is wise. 20 
The tongue of the righteous is choice 
silver; The heart of the wicked is worth 
little. 21 The lips of the righteous feed 
many, But fools die for lack of wisdom. 

Proverbs 10:19-21

2B.POWER TO PROVOKE (THE FIRE & THE BEAST)



 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, 
and you shall not fulfill the 

lust of the flesh. 
Galatians 5:16

2B.POWER TO PROVOKE (THE FIRE & THE BEAST)



2C.POWER TO PRODUCE  
(THE FOUNTAIN & THE TREE)

JAMES 3:9-12



The words of a man’s mouth are 
deep waters;The wellspring of 

wisdom is a flowing brook. 
Proverbs 18:4

2C.POWER TO PRODUCE (THE FOUNTAIN & THE TREE)



The mouth of the righteous is a well 
of life, But violence covers the 

mouth of the wicked. 
Proverbs 10:11

2C.POWER TO PRODUCE (THE FOUNTAIN & THE TREE)



The law of the wise is a fountain of 
life, To turn one away from the 

snares of death. 
Proverbs 13:14

2C.POWER TO PRODUCE (THE FOUNTAIN & THE TREE)



3.WORD TO BE WISE
JAMES 3:13-18



Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good 
things? For out of the abundance of the heart the 

mouth speaks. 35 A good man out of the good treasure 
of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out 
of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. 36 But I say to 
you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give 
account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words 

you will be justified, and by your words you will be 
condemned.” 

Matthew 12:34-37

3.WORD TO BE WISE



3A. COUNTERFIET WISDOM
JAMES 3:14-16



3B. CHRIST-LIKE WISDOM
JAMES 3:17-18



And let us consider one another in order 
to stir up love and good works, 25 not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as is the manner of some, but 
exhorting one another, and so much the 
more as you see the Day approaching. 

Hebrews 10:24-25
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