
Life is Learning 
One thing I have so enjoyed about this past month 
is all of the learning I have been able to do. 

After living with the Webbers for several weeks, I 
have learned much about working with kids, from 
keeping them on task to brushing their teeth to 
changing their diapers. More importantly, though, I 
have learned about the abundance of the love of 
children. They love and trust. They make mistakes 
and they make things right. They watch me make 
mistakes and they forgive. They may go to bed 
upset, but they come running with a smile to greet 
me every morning, having forgotten the frustration 
of the night before. They learn and they grow (and 
get heavier) and they speak light and truth into my 
life without even knowing it. Learning about these 
children and their passions, their struggles, their 
sorrows, and their joys has been one of the best 
parts of my time in Chogoria. 

I am also learning how to teach. Yes, I came to 
teach piano and help teach preschool, but I have 
been doing so much more learning than teaching. 
The first time I welcomed my four students (two 
Webbers and two kids from another missionary 
family) to our first music theory lesson, I was 
extremely nervous. For the entire lesson my head 
and face felt so hot and I’m sure I was red! Haha! 
Oh, the joys of learning to step out and do new 
things. After a few weeks, I am less nervous, but I 
am constantly learning how to teach these precious 
children. 

 

 

Our first music theory lesson. 
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Cuddle time! 
 

 Swahili (known here as Kiswahili) is one other 
exciting thing I am learning. I began lessons at the 
beginning of August and have three more lessons 
scheduled. As part of my classes, my instructor and 
I are going through a book called “Acclimated to 
Africa” by Debbi DiGennaro. This book talks about 
many topics, such as finances, leadership, 
spirituality, and relationships, and the differences 
between how Westerners and Africans think about 
and treat these topics. It has been very helpful to 
talk with a Kenyan about these topics and so much 
fun to learn Kiswahili! 

There are so many moments to soak up and to enjoy 
in this season of life and I am excited to see what 
will come in the months ahead! 

A Day in the Life 
Since we have all gotten into a fairly predictable 

routine since starting homeschool, I thought it 
would be fun to give you a peak into what our daily 

lives are like. 

My day can start anywhere between 5:00 and 6:30. I 
go through my personal morning routine before 

heading to the Webbers’ at 7:00 where I help feed 
the kids and get the younger two dressed and ready 

for the day. Derek goes to the hospital anywhere 
between 7:30 and 8:00, depending on the day. 

 

 
 

 

 

 At around 8:00, Lucy and Olive start some of their 
morning schoolwork and I usually read books with 
Jack and Ivy. This is a fun, sweet part of the day for 
me. 

At 9:00, the school day begins in earnest and the 
girls work on geography, history, hymn-learning, the 
week’s memory verse, etc. During this time Ivy goes 
down for her morning nap and Jack either goes to 
preschool with three of the other children who live 
on the compound (I help with preschool) or he goes 
to a friend’s house until lunch (in which case, I stay 
at home and help Lauren with the girls). 



Then it is lunchtime, when Lauren and I make 
sandwiches and the girls continue working on some 

school. Jack is picked up by Lauren, me or one of 
the girls and Ivy wakes up from her nap. We eat 

lunch together, usually while watching an 
educational video of some sort. Derek comes home 
for lunch at almost any time, so he eats whenever 

he arrives. 

After lunch, Jack and Ivy go down for afternoon 
naps, Derek heads back to the hospital, and the rest 

of us continue on with school. Afternoon school 
includes piano lessons/practice and finishing 

anything that was not done in the morning. When 
the girls finish, they have free time and may play 

inside or go outside to play with some of their 
friends. 

 

 

We don’t buy bunches of bananas from the store. 
Sometimes we actually cut them off the branch! 

 

 Around 3:00 or 4:00, Jack and Ivy wake up and they, 
too get to play. We may go to the playground or the 
backyard or they may stay inside and play with toys. 
During this time, Lauren is often preparing dinner 
while I watch Jack and Ivy, or we may work 
together and both keep an eye on the kids. 

We usually eat dinner between 5:00 and 6:00, which 
is when Derek gets home. After dinner, we start the 
bedtime routine and have everyone tucked in 
around 8:00 or 8:30 (the younger two go to bed 
earlier, but Lucy and Olive get to stay up a bit 
longer). Then, I usually head back to my house 
where I try to get to bed as soon as possible.  

These are long days full of love, excitement, surprises, and fun. It can be tiring and overwhelming at times, 
but it is more worth it than we can imagine. We have the tremendous opportunity to pour into the lives of 
these little ones and to teach them to shine brightly for Jesus. Parents, keep on doing what you’re doing. You 
are equipping young hearts to love, young minds to understand, and young lives to live to the fullest for our 
Savior! 

Thank you all so much for your prayers and encouragement! God bless you! 

Prayer Requests 
• Protection from bug infestations and bug-related illness as we are just recovering from both. 
• Perseverance, love, and all the fruit of the Spirit for all of us as we seek to be God’s light to the children 

and people around us. 
• A focus on the Lord in everything that we do. 


